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II. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


The remainder of our report of the Quarterly 
Meeting of Council, which will be found on another 
page, consists chiefly of the arguments for aud 
against the motion for a New Charter. Mr. Kidd’s 
proposal, and the arguments by which he supported 
it, cover a wide field. Mr, Kidd, in our opinion, 
displayed more honesty than tact, and rather over 
weighted his resolution. By detailing his reasons 
for the resolution and spreading them over such a 
wide series of subjects, he enabled his opponents to 
attack him from all directions. Naturally, they 
devoted their strongest onslaught against his weakest 
point—his argument about our Title. No Charter 
can affect this, which is secured by the Act of 
Parliament. Mr. Kidd does not want a new Act, 
he wants a new Charter, and it was therefore easy 
to show that the reason he put first in his speech 
was insufficient and inapplicable. Only three votes 
were obtained for the motion, and the Council again 
showed. as it has before, that it was opposed to 
change and quite satisfied to plod on under existing 
arrangements. It is not to blame—it is representa- 
tive of an apathetic profession, too busy providing 
for the necessities of to-day to care much for the 
requirements of to-morrow. 

Perhaps it may be worth while just to glance at 
‘the various questions touched upon by Mr. Kidd, all 
of which are outside of any reformation until we ob- 
taina New Charter. 

The “ Ninth Clause” is that section of the Charter 
of 1876 which debars Members of the profession 
from acting as Councilmen or Examiners, and limits 
these appcintments to the holders of the Fellowship. 
For thirty-two years, Mr. Kidd reminds us, every 
member of the profession possessed the right and 
Privilege of acting in these positions of honour if 
tlected thereto by his fellow practitioners. Now, 
‘0 matter what his talents or acquirements may be, 
'0 natter how many of his colleagues recognise his 
poate he is disqualified. The fellowship examina- 
— a professional one—it dves not test a 

“0 honour or worth, it affords no criterion of 
: common sense, of his business tact, his experi- 
ce of the world, or his general grasp of affairs. 

contrary, it offers the young man who may 
; ‘stinguished by a marked deficiency of all these 
the ee a passport to the highest places in 
fede Corporate. The Fellowship is a pro- 

nal degree. and marks the fact that its pos- 

Sessor has retained po 
and hag ned some of his scientific knowledge, 
aca sacrificed the study of principles to the 
of practice. The quelifications of a good 
man are certainly not those which make a 


Fellow, and why the test which is applied in the 
selection of the one should be considered sufficient 
for the rejection of the other we entirely fail to see. 
A Councilman should certainly have experience, 
tact, knowledge of men and affairs; it is not 
necessary that he should be able to recognise a 
streptococcus or compose a thesis on Amyloid de- 
generation. We laugh at the Chinese, who examine 
all candidates on the sole subject of the writings of 
Confucius and then appoint the successful graduates 
to high posts in the law, the army and navy, or 
make them superintendents of dockyards or engine- 
rooms. We laugh at this, but we accept quite 
gravely an arrangement which may debar our fittest 
men from any share in the government of the pro- 
fession, whilst it opens the door to the most inex- 
perienced. Surely it is possible to retain all the 
good of the Fellowship without injustice to the 
Membership—to encourage a scientific interest in 
our calling without limiting our executive body to 
a select few who may or may not possess the requi- 
sites for purely business affairs. 

A Board of Examiners is a right and proper body 
to select Fellows. The whole profession is the only 
body fit to select its governors. ‘The mere fact of a 
right to vote for a representative should entail a 
right to act as one, subject only to the ability to 
obtain sufficient votes. 


As to the ‘Dual Appointment” we are not pre- 
pared to allow tbat it is an argument in favour of 
obtaining a new Charter. There seems no reason 
why a man should not be a good member of Council 
and at the same time a good examiner. ‘ The evil 
results only from the way in which the Council 
elects its examiners; this might surely be eliminated 
by some plan which would prevent men electing 
themselves or sitting in judgment upon themselves, 
A little good taste and some modesty would goa 
long way to effect this without any special regula- 
tions, but the regulations must be made if no other 
way can be discovered. 


Mr. Kidd has, we think, a strong case in his plea 
for some different method of selecting Vice-Presi- 
dents. One fifth of the Council consists of the 
officials, and they are nominated every year by the 
Council, so that a bare majority of that body have 
it in their power whenever some stirring question 
arises, to increase their members and power inde- 
pendently of the views of the profession. Every 
year the Council is altered— the profession electing 
six new members and the Council selecting six uew 
vice-presidents. This arrangement cannot be altered 
unless our Charter is altered. If we had a New 
Charter provision could be made for one of two 
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methods, either of which would be an improvement. 
‘lhe profession might directly elect six vice-presi- 
dents, or the profession might elect a larger number 
of members of Council, and then leave the Council 
to select its vice-presidents from its own ranks. 


Mr. Kidd would add to our governing body a 
number of ex-officio members, who would have a 
right to their position in virtue of filling some other 
position having no direct connection with our 
executive body. We object entirely to this, and 
trust we may never have any member of our Council 
so fixed as to be irremovable by the votes of the 
profession. If we desire the valuable assistance of 
any of the eminent personages indicated by Mr. 
Kidd we can invite them, but we decidedly object to 
being governed by a nominated body, or even to 
having nominated members on our Council at all. 
We want representatives, and only the power of 
election prevents representatives from becoming 
masters instead of servants. 


The most astonishing reason given in favour of 
the necessity for a New Charter is—that it would 
enable us to divide the United Kingdom into a series 
of districts from each of which a representative 
would be returned. We should then have men put 
on to the Council not because they represented cer- 
tain ideas or proposed certain measures, but because 
they resided in some special geographical area. 
Now, aman may be elected because he speaks ill of 
the Fellowship or because he objects to a New 
Charter; then, he will take his place chiefly because 
he lives at Old Saram or Little Pendleton. We 
prefer the existing plan, 


Mr. Kidd’s resolution has achieved something. 
It has clearly shown that before we apply for a New 
Chater we must, with some unanimity, arrive at an 
understanding as to what its provisions should be. 
At present we are hopelessly disagreed. Each 
separate question raised by Mr. Kidd must be dis- 
cussed in our Associations and then brought before 
the Council—one at a time—for abstract approval. 
When a sufficient number of proposed changes com- 
mand a majority, then we may be able to link them 
together and apply for such alteration of our con- 
stitution as will enable us to carry them out. 

It was hinted at the meeting that we could ob- 
tain no New Charter without a further Act of 
Parliament. This suggestion was a good piece of 
strategy and seemed to impose a practically im- 
passable barrier. Of course no such difficulty exists. 
Our Act is simply one of Registration, witha clause 
providing punishment for offences. It refers to the 
Charters, but neither binds nor perpetuates them, 
In fact, it distinctly recognises the possibility of 
alterations, or it would have been one of the very 
worst measures we could have asked for. There is 
nothing in the way of a New Charter except our 
own failure to appreciate its necessity. 


ARTICLES AND CASES. 


BOTANY IN RELATION TO VETERINARY 
SCIENCE. 


By Joun Arxtinson, F.R.C VS. 


In a recent number of The Veterinary Record the 
subject of Botany as one of the studies obligatory on 
veterinary students, was spoken of rather disparaging. 
ly. No one has complained of this, but I suppose 
only because it is generally accepted as being 
necessary to that complete scientific education which 
is now required of candidates for our diploma. I 
certainly do not believe that the silence on the sub- 
ject is due to any feeling that it cannot be defended, 
We all know that very great attention has been 
given to the question of Veterinary Examinations in 
recent years. Our ablest men on the Council (in- 
cluding the Principals of each school) have carefully 
arranged the course of study and the method of ex- 
amination. No dissentient voice until lately has 
said that Botany was unnecessary. Students have 
studied it and satisfied their examiners for some 
years, but not one of them has ever publicly stated 
that he was over worked, or that this subject pre- 
sented any special difficulties. I am one who be- 
lieves that our graduates in recent years are greatly 
improved in their scientific attainments, and alto- 
gether better men than those who entered the pro- 
fession only a few years since. The extra time now 
devoted to Chemistry and Botany widens men’s 
minds and enables them to obtain a wider grasp of 
the sciences necessary to a good veterinary practi- 
tioner. The observations made on plants are only 
secondary to those made on animals in elucidating 
the laws of healthy life and of disease. Without a 
knowledge of Botany how can we understand Phy- 
siology ? Who that has read Darwin, in ignorance 
of Botany, has not regretted that many of that 
writer's facts and arguments are beyond his com- 
prehension? It will not do in these progressive 
days to confine our attention too narrowly to the 
mere anatomy and pathology of animals. We must 
be able to see wider, to understand, how the vege- 
table world affects the animal. Even in practical 
medicine we are frequently met by cases in which 
low forms of vegetable life are the direct causes of 
the disease. Botany teaches us the structure and 
life-history of these forms and thus alone affords us 
a certain guide in the prevention and treatment of 
the morbid states induced by them. A knowledge 
of Botany then is essential to a proper mastery ° 
Pathology. 

This wider connection of Botany with our 
important science is not the only reason why vel 
ary surgeons should learn it. In practice it Is 0" 
daily experience to feel the intimate necessity oh 
Botanical knowledge. Its immediate uses, = 
every veterinarian must appreciate, are 11 relation 
food, medicines, and poisons. The botany of gre 
grasses, and roots seem to be indispensable r oe 
properly qualified practitioner. More than ha ‘ 
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vexetable world. Surely we ought to know as much 
as possible about these agents. Then again, ac- 
cidental poisoning is not uncommon, and we sbould 
be able to recognise the poisonous plants. It may 
be said that all our useful knowledge of applied 
botany is obtainable without a special course—that 
a few lectures might give all that was necessary, and 
all that is not given in the lectures on Therapeutics 
and Physiology. 

This is a very narrow view, and would only cram 
a superficial sort of knowledge into students. If 
teaching of any kind is worth having it should be 
thorough. Botany cannot be taught if we are to 
limit it to a few special plants or a few natural 
orders. Even to teach structural botany requires 
specimens to illustrate each part, and these specimens 
cannot be understood unless we are taught something 
of the plant they are derived from, nor can a plant 
be classified if we know nothing of its natural order. 
Either teach the whole science, or drop it. If we 
drop it we lose a valuable section of knowledge for 
veterinary practitioners. 


RABIES AND MUZZLING. 
By E. A. Hourrnenam, M.R.C.V.S. 


1 do not find—relatively to the length of it— 
many points in Mr. John A, W. Dollar’s article 
which require serious consideration. There are a 
certain amount of nut too refined insinuations re- 
flecting upon myself generally and upon my motives 
in bringing the subject forward, but as I have a 
due and proper estimate of the source from which 
they eminate I simply regard them as Mr. John A. 
W. Dollar’s opinions, and dismiss them accordingly 
from further consideration. 

However, revenons a nos moutons, the first 


_ incongruity which strikes me in the said article is 


the statement that “we have nothing to do as experts 
with legislation,” then in almost the last paragraph 
is found this contention in reference to the medical 
and veterinary professions *‘ whose attention should 
¢ confined to formulating the most desirable con- 
ditions, leaving others to put them into practice.” 
18 18 precisely the position I have taken up, as 
may be seen by a perusal of my letter of December 
Lith, and it was in consequence of my desire that 
the profession “should formulate the most desirable 
conditions”—or at least do its part—that I tres- 
nen upon your space. This duty is at present 
Pei by many gentlemen whose previous record 
rag entitle them to “formulate the most de- 
1 observe that although I gave 
as _ eight gentlemen who are now quoted as 
an Mr. Dollar is only able to deny my con- 
aa in regard to one of them—and then on but 
oaks grounds. Doubtless he could have made a 
“ae excelleut defence but he was afraid it 
W Dolleees an impertinence”—fancy Mr. John A. 
from such a thing! 
to ae ar also uses much ink in his endeavour 
oulia capital out of the word “essentially ” by 
rabies Ye me as follows ‘As I before remarked 
essentially a veterinary subject ” ; now if he 


had referred he would have found that what I be- 
fore remarked was “ Rabies was mainly a veterinary 
subject ” a small exercise of intelligence should 
have shown him that the use of the word essentially 
was a slip of the pen. 

In reply to my questions Mr. John A. W. Dollar 
admits in reference to No, 1, that possibly the muz- 
zle does not act by “preventing rabid dogs biting 
but owes its value to other less appreciated causes.” 
The succeeding postulate that “ it is not at present 
possible to substitute any equally effective object 
for it “is a statement which I prefer to regard as 
Mr. Dollar’s opinion and not as an ascertained 
fact, to my mind it is worthy of debate. 

Question No. 2 is conveniently shelved as non- 
professional, notwithstanding his opinion that “ our 
attention should be confined to formulating the most 
desirable conditions.” To my question No, 31 find 
a reply which supports my own opinion that the 
present dog laws are illogical, and not calculated to 
attain their professed object, viz: the stamping out 
of Rabies. 

I am not aware that any responsible person dis- 
putes the conclusion that a muzzling order effects a 
dimunition in the number of Rabies cases, for in the 
first place it reduces the number of dogs—so that 
doubtless statistics would show an all round de- 
crease of canine diseases,—it also clears off a great 
many of the class of dog most liable to contract and 
propagate the disease,—ownerless or semi-ownerless 
curs. 

But a very large number of dogs are not affected 
by it, I refer to those which are kept scrupulously 
muzzled, but whose owners run the risk involved 
in neglecting to pay a licence. ‘To touch this class 
it requires a comprehensive system of registration 
which, if enforced, would speedily reduce their 
numbers. 

In conclusion I beg to accentuate my belief that 
this question of Rabies and Muzzling is as much a 
professional subject ss Glanders or Anthrax, and 
that we should as a profession be prepared “ to 
formulate the most desirable conditions,’’—nice 
phrase that—with the object of stamping out the 
disease. To do this it is not necessary that we should 
either “ strike an attitude” or make ourselves 
“ ridiculous.” 


ORIGINAL RESEARCH. 
By E. P. Epwarps, M.R.C.YV.S. 


Whilst fully appreciating the value of the work 
Professor McF'adyean has done in the past, and pro- 
poses this year to continue with the aid of the Pro- 
fession at Jarge by meaus of his scheme of investiga- 
tion, I should like to point out one danger which it 
appears to me we should be careful does not accrue 
to us. as individuals. from it. 

It is that we should not become mere passive 
agents in the investigation, but that with Professor 
McFadyean’s aid and that of our own microscopes 
we act up to the full spirit of the Professur’s scheme, 
and make it as co-operative as possible. 
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Our morbid specimens are generally of sufficient 
size for division into two portions ; in these days of 
cheap microscopes and cheaper microtomes the ap- 
paratus is within the reach of all, and with practice 
much can be done by us of the rank and file. 

This deeper interest in his every-day work by the 
general practitioner appears to me to be what above 
all should be fostered. 

Viewed in this light Professor McFadyean’s work 
becomes one, not of supplying us with cut and dried 
infurmation, but one of verification or correction of 
that done by his co-investigators, and as far as I can 
see, this is the intended spirit of the scheme. Al- 


- though possessing no personal record to justify my 


preaching, I should like to point out to those who 
like myself, are perhaps about to commence the 
work of their lives, some directions in which material 
for microscopic investigation daily passed over un- 
used, lies. 

In reading Dr. J. Bland Sutton’s most original 
work on General Pathology, I find he says that 
* Mr. Victor Horsley has recently demonstrated that 
the affection known as Canine Chorea depends on 
disseminated sclerosis of the spinal cord, thus prov- 
ing what many had previously suspected.” 

Here is room for verification or disproof; the 
material cannot be wanting in an affection so com- 
mon, more particularly with those in our towns who 
have large dog practices. 

Again, is anything known as to whether sclerosis 
of the cord is present in Stringhalt, or Equine 
Chorea, Immobilité, Loco-motor Ataxia, Shivering, 
and suchlike obscure nervous diseases yet not eluci- 
dated. 

In another, direction how far the Tubercle Bacillus 
or Actinomyces are responsible for those new 
growths now passing under the indefinite names of 
Kpulis, Osteo-Sarcoma, Grapes of Cattle, and those 
new growths in connection with the eyes of cattle 
and dogs variously known as Fungus Hoematoides, 
Staphyloma, etc. Again, the alleged fungus of 
Seedy-toe may be searched for, and the fungoid or 
other nature of canker and thrush diligently sought 
after as cases come under our notice. 

I need multiply no further, but in conclusion, I 
think that although unfortunately our profession 
does not as yet offer to its students those numerous 
scholarships and bursaries which place those who 
obtain them in the original research departments of 
Medical Schools and the Universities, yet we can do 
much to remedy the defect by individual effort. 

We have great facilities for post-mortem examina- 
tion and the removal of morbid tissues for further 
research not possessed by medical men, and it is our 
duty to our profession to utilise them according to 
our lights. 


By F. C. Manon, M.R.C.V.S. 


_ Aptha, in relation to the Ovinw, occurs principally 
im young animals. Lambs, however, are not the 


only sufferers from this affection, for sheep, in adult 


life, become affected with the disease, and are en. 
abled by contagion to transfer it to others. 

It requires for its transmission a certain state of 
the animal system for a favourable nidus, as in the 
case of other contagiosa with which we are ac. 
quainted. There is, however, an immunity possessed 
by certain animals to withstand its influences. 

In animals fed on a diet of innutritious bulky pro. 
vender, its manifestations are most clearly percep- 
tible. 

Young lambs, sucking their dams, as early as the 
third day after birth have in many instances shown 
symptoms of this malady in the experience of the 
writer, and many practitioners. 


SYMPTOMS. 


It is a disease manifesting itself in such anatomi- 
cal situations, as the mouth, palate, cheeks, and 
tongue. In rare instances it extends as far as the 
first stomach. It is characterised by minute eleva- 
tions on the buccal membrane, of a dull white 
character, assuming the form of acuminate vesicles 
or blebs. 

Structure—principally of fungoid materials, epi- 
thelial elements and debris, with a varying quantity 
of leucocytes. The fungi, Oidum Albicans, and Lepto- 
thrix Buccalis have been seen by various observers. 

Sometimes the vesicular eruption extends beyond 
the epithelium invading the mucous membranes, 
giving rise to a cicatrix of variable dimensions. It 
is essentially sub-epithelial. The epithelium re- 
produced tends to restore the mouth and other parts 
to a healthy normal condition. 


Post-Mortem CHANGES. 


Those akin sometimes to septicoemia, to which 
blood change or contamination young lambs are ex- 
tremely prone. 

Pyzmia may be a sequel of the affection. 

Lungs.—In these organs large abscesses may 0¢- 
cur, and adhesions between the Pleura Costalis and 
lungs, as may also Emphysema and Empyxma. 

In the liver, kidneys, and even lymphatic glands, 
changes are seen. The brain has also, to a marked 
degree, been involved, discernable on a post-mortem 
examination, Recently, I have had under observation 
several cases of well-defined Pustular Stomatitis m 
young horses, ages ranging from three years old an 
upwards, to five. . 

According to that eminent and lamented patho- 
logi - Robertson, he had not ob- 

gist, the late Professor Robertson, ages 
served a case of Pustular Stomatitis, except in adv 
animals, and in them only as a sequel to the Vesicu- 
lar form. _ 

The age of the patient I have had under trea _ 
for the past week is rising four years old, hence 
adult. 

The vesicular form of Equine Stomatitis may Me 
accompanied by febrile disturbance, more — y 
however, no general disturbance is 

A peculiarity worth recording 1n this ie, 
was a lesion best described as a minute ID z vem 
or yellowish spot, epithelial elemen 

ing raised from infiltration. ™ 
— the vesicular form of Stomatitis, rupture of 
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the vesicles do not occasion those well-developed 

it-like ulcers seen in the pustular form. I have 
attributed the numerous cases of Stomatitis recently 
met with to— 

(I.)—A vitiated system due to the inclement 
weather, damp, raw, and sudden variation in tem- 
perature, high cold winds. 

(II.)—To disturbance in the processes of assimila- 
tion. 

(1il.)—To specific disease, as Strangles, Influenza, 
and catarrhal complications well marked in some 
cases of this nature. 

(IV.)—To changes in the processes of dentition, 
especially marked in no less than five cases, in 
animals changing the central temporary incisors for 
permanent ones. 

(V.)—To character of food. partaken of when the 
system was lowered by the giving of food at irregu- 
lar intervals, copious draughts of cold water, ete. 

(VI.)—To parasitic invasion, for in nearly all met 
with I have discovered the fungi (Oidium Albicans) 
in conjunction with the acari of Burke R. W. (Equine 
Stomatitis Pustulosa Contagiosa), for in three cases 
on one farm this organism occurred where close 
contact availed, and food of the same nature was 
partaken of out of the same crib. Long hay, par- 
ticularly of an innutritious character. rough hay 
causing abrasion of the buccal mucous membrane, 
seemingly allowing of the entry of the acari into the 
nidus favourable for growth and propagation. The 
chief seats being the Labial. Buccal Max, Mucous 
Membranes, Dorsum, and Ventrum of the tongue. 

The treatment I have pursued with marked suc- 
cess, has been the substitution of chaff, bran, boiled 
linseed and linseed tea, dry bran at intervals, carrots, 
tc., with the medicinal employment of Oleaginous 
purgatives, following by Tincture Ferri Perchloridi 
at Dilute Sulphuric Acid. alternated with Pot. Bicarb. 
Pot. Chlor. et Ferri Sulph., and a gargle composed of 
Glycerinum Acidi Tannici, alternated with Acid 

Sulph. Dil and Honey, which treatment I have 
moderated in some cases requiring special attention. 
“an average temperature in these cases has been 
“ F.,in one it reached 103-2 F., in which the 
— were marked in the mouth, and where in- 
uration of the sub-maxillary glands, loss of ap- 
_ dulness and diarrhoea was shown for four 
to a slight degree. The character of the erup- 
®n in the mouth is totally distinct from that per- 
taining to Equine Variola. 
ae of saliva too is practically nihil in Sto- 
eration io In the pustular form, and where ul- 
in Equine Evecunend. So too indistribution, being 
pas a ariola, scattered singly or collected in 
feat A 80 heal kindly as compared to the pustular 

tomatitis (Equine). 

enh instance of Pustular Stomatitis do we find 
i lowe *sions as in Equine Variola, the temperature 
Wer, and except in the'primary stages no mistake 
Islikely, with care, to be vi 
correct e, to be made in arriving at a 

Rapid diagnosis. 

Of the eruptions pertaining to 
Tomatitis in all three forms of (a) Simple, (b) Ca- 


and (c) Pustul 
it from Equine a occur, thus distinguishing 


Can any of the numerous readers of The Record 
favour us with their views, from a pathological or 
parasitic point of view, on this subject ? 


Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
(Continued from p. 367.) 


A New Cuartrer.—Expense. 


In proposing the resolution which stands in my 
name ‘“ That steps be taken to obtain a New Char- 
ter,” I fancy that some objection may be raised 
against this step on account of the expense. It has 
been variously estimated to cost from two to six 
hundred pounds, but those who have had some ex- 
perience in this matter say, that it cannot cost more 
than three hundred. Be that as it may, if a New 
Charter will confer greater benefits on the Body 
Corporate it will be money well spent. It is 
necessary to have a New Charter because a large 
majority of those members of the profession who 
take an interest in its affairs ask for certain reforms 
which cannot be instituted without the legal power. 


TITLE. 


The first and most important provision necessary 
in a New Charter is to strengthen the clause in the 
original Charter of 1844 with respect to the title of 
Veterinary Surgeon (see page 18 in Register of 1839) 
which says, “Anp we do further Decuare and 
Grant, That the Veterinary Art as practised by the 
members of the said body, politic and corporate, shall 
be henceforth deemed and taken to be and recog- 
nised as a profession, and that the members of the 
said body politic and corporate solely and exclusively 
of all other persons whomsoever shall be deemed 
and taken to be and recognised to be members of the 
said profession or professors of the said art, and 
shall be individually known and distinguished by 
the name or title of Veterinary Surgeons.” It is 
very difficult to understand why those persons who 
are placed in the Register of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons as “Existing Practitioners ” 
have been permitted to use the title of Veterinary 
Surgeon. There is not a single line or clause in the 
Veterinary Surgeon’s Act which takes away from 
the members of the body, politic and corporate, the 
EXCLUSIVE right to the title of Veterinary Surgeon 
granted in 1844, but on the contrary the Act con- 
firms that Charter and also that special clause in the 
Charter. The preamble to that Act distinctly says, 
“Whereas it is expedient that provision be made to 
enable persons requiring the aid of a Veterinary Sur- 
geon for the cure or prevention of diseases in or 
injuries to horses and other animals to distinguish 
between qualified and unqualified practitioners.” 
‘Section 13, clause 3, makes the distinction clear 
- last seven lines).” A recognised Veterinary 


iploma is a Veterinary Diploma recognised for the 
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time being by the Council of the said Royal College 
as furnishing a sufficient guaranty of the possession 
of the requisite knowledge and skill for the efficient 
practice of Veterinary Surgery in the British pos- 
session or Foreign country: wherein the Diploma 
was granted.” Sec. 14 confirms the original Char- 
ter. Sec. 15, Clauses 1, 2 and 3, provides for the 
registration of ‘“ Existing Practitioners.” Sec. 4 
expressly states, “No person registered under this 
section shall be deemed to be a member of the said 
Royal College within the said Charters or this Act,” 
and consequently have no right to the title of Ve- 
terinary Surgeon. Sec. 17 makes a further distinc- 
tion by designating those qualified as “ Veterinary 
Surgeons”’ and those registered “ Existing Prac- 
titioners” as Veterinary Practitioners. It is there- 
fore clearly the duty of the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons to see that none but 
the members of the Body, politic and corporate, are 
permitted to use the title of Veterinary Surgeon. 


II.—* Cuause IX.” 


The next point to which I desire to draw your at- 
tention is the desirability of abrogating that dis- 
franchising clause in the Charter of 1876. I refer 
to Clause 1X. It is unnecessary that I should take 
up your time by repeating what has been so clearly 
advocated on this clause in the Veterinary Journals 
by different members of the Profession. Up to the 
present moment not one valid reason has been ad- 
vanced in support of the step taken by the Council 
in that year for taking away the privileges which 
members of the Body politic and corporate, had en- 
joyed for thirty-two years, and it would be an act of 
justice on the part of the present Council to restore 
to those members of the profession the rights and 
privileges of which they were then deprived. If 
Clause IX. had been made prospective instead of 
retrospective, I am quite convinced that there is not 
a member who would have either spoken or written 
against it. 


111.—Dvat Appotnrment, 


The time has come in the history of our profession 
when it is imperative to make a distinction between 
Members of Council and Members of the Examining 
Board. The former must possess complete control 
over the affairs of the profession subject to the vote 
of its members. The latter must be separate aud 
subordinate to the former. 

I have heard an Examiner ask, Why disfranchise 
them? I fail to see that this can by any stretch of 
imagination be called disfranchisement, because they 
have the right and privilege of choosing whether 
they prefer to serve the Body Corporate in the 
Council (if elected) or serve the Council as Ex- 
aminers. The arguments which have been adduced 
in the discussion of this subject in the professional 
journals in favour of the abolition of the “Dual 
Appointment” are so conclusive and unanswerable 


that I need not further refer to the subject. gif eciaig 
Circumstances have occurred of late years in the 


selection of Vice-Presidents that it is worth while 


considering the advisability of altering the method 
of their election. The abuse of any privelege or 
power frequently renders it desirable to seek for a 
remedy. I do not think that any one will deny that 
the honour which was at one time associated with 
the election of a member of the profession as a Vice. 
President has departed, because it has now become 
exclusively the retreat for candidates who have been 
rejected at the “ Annual Election.” Now, in my 
humble judgment, it would be the means of strengthen. 
ing the hands of the Council, adding dignity to it, 
and a source of gratification to the Body Corporate 
if all members of Council (other than those to whom 
I shall presently refer) be elected by the Profession, 
and Vice-Presidents elected by the Council from its 
members. 


V.—Ex-orric1o MEMBERs. 


The next subject which I desire to submit for your 
consideration in connection “ith the proposed New 
Charter, I freely admit, has not been so fully dis. 
cussed by the profession as those already referred to. | 
am of the opinion that the Principal of each Vet- 
erinary School, Principal Veterinary Surgeon to 
the Army, the Veterinary Adviser to the Board of 
Agriculture, and the Chairman of the Board of Ex. 
aminers should be Ex-officio Members of Council in 
virtue of the respective offices they hold. 


VI.—UnproresstonaL Conpuct. 


There is yet one important provision which would 
tend more than anything else to elevate the status of 
the members of the Body Corporate, but whether a 
clause can be inserted in a Charter conferring full 
power and carrying penalties. is a question for the 
legal advisers. I refer chiefly to members of the 
Profession who are guilty of unprofessional conduet, 
such as the publishing of recipes for the cure of 
certain diseases, and giving advice in Agrictltural 
papers and publications. Let us follow the ex- 
ample of the Medical Profession in this respect au 
make coverture a punishable offence and we too will 
rise in the social scale and will take a position which 
will soon command respect. If such cannot be done 
by Charter then let us ask for an Act of Parliament 


VII.—Disrricts. 


I will merely mention one more step which, in 
opinion, would greatly tend towards uniting 
strengthening the profession, but I fear it '8 os 
mature for adoption. I allude to dividing Grea 
Britain and Ireland into districts and electing 
representative from each district to the Council. 


VIII.—For or AGAINST. 


In conclusion, let me ask you to avoid followns 
the example of some in a larger legislative assem") 
in criticising men, not measures. : 

I have Hy other motive in bringing this ore 
before you than that of furthering the _ nye 
of the profession and of fulfilling the ple oe sae 
at last election. If you are satisfied ons he 
on the lines indicated will prove beneficia obtaid- 
Body Corporate, I ask your co-operation pokes 
ing it, but, if on the other hand, you are 
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that it will prove detrimental to the best interests 
of the’Profession, then I ask you to vote against the 
resolution which I now propose—-‘‘ That steps be 
taken to obtain a New Charter.” 


Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion and suggested 
that a small Committee should be appointed to con- 
sider the advisability of obtaining a New Charter. 


Mr. Roatre Cox said the expense would be great, 
and the outlook at present was not very promising. 
They had better wait and see whether in a few years 
the College was in a position to pay £300 or £600. 
One of the chief arguments used by Mr. Kidd was 
that a new Charter would determine the question 
between a registered practitioner and a member of 
the College, but the former would in a short time be 
wiped off the face of the earth. 


Mr. Kipp said if it were the wish of the Council 
he would have no objection to the appointment of a 
small Committee, but he certainly would not be in 
favour of handing the enquiry over to the Parlia- 
mentary Committee. 

Prof. Brown said it was evident that the Council 
were not very enthusiastic about the proposition. 
He did not see the use of adjourning the matter for 
an indefinite period. Would not the proposal amount 
to an amendment of the Act ? 

Dr. FLemine said they would have to go to Par- 
liament. 

Mr. Hunrine. while disagreeing with a great deal 
that Mr. Kidd had said, intended to support the 
resolution, The College had some funded property 
and was also in receipt of a large annual profit, so 
that there need be no fear on the question of cost. If 
the proposal was likely to be of benefit to the Body 
Corporate they ought not to object to it because of 
the expense. If Prof. Brown’s suggestion was cor- 
rect that it would amount to an amendment of the 
Act, probably not three Veterinary Surgeons in the 
whole profession ever dreamed that the Act was 
doing for them what it had been doing. Was it not 
beyond the powers of any man not asolicitior to un- 
derstand the four Charters, each of which contra- 
dicted and amended the others? The progress of 
the profession in certain directions was effectually 
barred by the existing charters. He hoped that the 
matter would not be burked, but would be thoroughly 
considered by a Committee, who would have a lot of 
work to do, 

Mr. Greaves said the Act of Parliament could not 
be altered by a charter, and it would therefore be 
server to get another Act. Mr. Kidd overlooked 
the fact that at the time the charter was obtained 
Which included the ninth Clause the whole pro- 
— was advised upon the subject: and the bulk 

p!nions obtained were in favour of the pro- 
oo He did not think the profession had 
slat Y some gentlemen holding the Dual Ap- 
ie ment of members of Council and Examiners. 
the y _ gentlemen who took a deeper interest 
‘most any one else in the progress of the pro- 


cm Mr. Kidd wanted a charter that would 
ever hed power to inflict penalties, but no charter 


stich a power. The present charters were 


stood them, and he should certainly vote against Mr. 
Kidd’s motion. 

Mr. Tuatcuer said the Act unquestionably 
governed the charter. A new charter must not in 
any way be inconsistent with the Act. 

Sir H. Simpson said ifa charter was really wanted 
the College had money enough to pay for it, and a 
question of a few hundred pounds ought not to stand 
in the way. Mr. Kidd’s complaint appeared to be 
that in the original charter they were given the ex- 
clusive right of calling themselves Veterinary Sur- 
geons, but that now other persons used the name. 
How had they got it? Under the Act. They stood 
in alist in the Register, the Privy Council recog- 
nised them and the British public recognised them, 
and, as Mr. Cox had said, in a comparatively short 
time they would disappear entirely. He questioned 
whether they would ever get a charter altering the 
position of a veterinary practitioner who called him- 
self a veterinary surgeon. ‘The tendency of the age 
was against disqualifying a body of men who, up to 
the present time. had been recognised. The only 
sore point that he could notice in one of the last 
charters was Clause IX, which did not legislate on 
the lines of the Act of Parliament. The latter re- 
cognised existing institutions but the clause did not, 
becanse it said that a man who up to a particular 
date had possessed a certain privilege, should lose 
it. That was very unfortunate, and he moved for a 
new charter to try and alter it, but did not succeed. 
As far as he knew that was the only grievance in 
the charters. Whether it would ever be remedied 
he did not know. It was made an occasion four 
years ago for an endeavour to upset the fellowship 
degree altogether. He maintained that that degree 
was for the benefit of the profession, aud young men, 
who on the day of their entry into the College, 
signed an undertaking to abide by the rules and 
regulations and then agitated outside for the aban- 
donment of the fellowship degree, were doing an in- 
justice to themselves and to the profession. The 
proposals with regard to Dual Appointments, and 
Honorary members of Council were - against the 
spirit of the age. He did not think the Examiners 
were likely to swamp the Council. if they did, it 
would be nearly time to legislate. Neither did he 
think the vice-presidents were elected in any way 
except according to the constitution. It was in- 
consistent to attempt to deprive a man of his office 
because he held another, and at the same time place 
another man in office because he held a certain 
position, and if they tried to get a charter to make 
those alterations they would fail. ‘There was a feel- 
ing in the minds of many young men at the present 
time that instead of going in for the fellowship de- 
gree at the end of five years they should agitate to 
do away with the degree aliogether. In 1386 the 
fellowship fees amounted to £441, and last year to 
only £141. Every right-minded young man after 
five years in the profession should go in for the fel- 
lowship, but instead of that there was an agitation 
to abolish the degree or neutralise it by a new char- 
ter. The sooner that illusion was dispelled the 
better. because existing institutions must be respected, 
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orking fairly and satisfactory to those who under- 


and the Fellows had certain privileges which they 
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won by merit or by selection ; in any case they had 
paid for them. 

Dr. Fuemina wished to emphasise what Sir H. 
Simpson had said—The title “Veterinary Sur- 
geon” was never claimed by the profession itself 
as an exclusive right. The charter of 1844 gave 
them the right but they did not claim it, and they 
could not prevent any one using it, simply because 
no penalty was attached. Until an Act of Parlia- 
ment was obtained even the title M.R.C.V.S. was 
not protected. In the House of Commons there was 
the strongest feelingin favour of those gentlemen who 


had been practising veterinary medicine and were 


not members of the College, and any attempt to pass 
a Bill excluding them from the use of the title 
would at once have been rejected. With regard to 
the ninth clause, he had been rather astonished at a 
certain portion of the profession looking upon them- 
selves as injured men, If they were injured it was 
certainly due to themselves. The charter was two 
years bc-fure the profession before it was obtained, 
but he did not remember that there was a single 
protest ayainst it, therefore if the clause deprived 
members of a privilege it was their own fault for 
they had ample notice. If the privileges of the 
fellows were abolished, of course the money which 
they had paid would have to be returned. 

Mr. Kipp in reply, said, with respect to the title 
“V.S.” there were hundreds of men who never 
thought of it before, and were afraid to use it even 
after the Act of Parliament was passed. Why 
should members of the College be so exceedingly 
liberal and give those existing practitioners their bread 

Sir H. Simpson asked if Mr. Kidd was aware of 
the statement and declaration that men had to make 
when they sent in their application to be admitted 
on the Register. 

Mr. Kipp.—Yes, and I know there were some de- 
clarations that were not correct. 

Sir H. Simpson said there were abuses in every- 
thing, but a man had to declare that he had been in 
practice as a veterinary surgeon for five years, and 
that had to be sworn to before a magistrate and 
spoken to by two persons of position No man was 
admitted unless he made the declaration, proving 
that he had been using the title. 

Dr. Fiemine.—I trust it is not understood by the 
profession that we gave away the title of Veterinary 
Surgeon to these men. Members‘of the College are 
also Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. Simpson said that the Act was not, in every 
detail, exactly what the Royal College desired to 
get, but the House of Commons took a very sensible 
view, and said “ We certainly will not deprive these 
men of rights which they have possessed for years 
past.” With regard to the abolition of the fellow- 
ship, he would be very sorry to see it, and he could 
only say that if the privileges were taken away, he 
for one should demand back the fee which he paid 
for his examination. He once went into a calcula- 

tion and found that payments by Fellows on Elec- 
tion and by Examination amounted to something 
like £4,000, The funds of the College were not 
capable of paying anything like that amount of 
money in order to please a few. 


The motion was then put and negatived, only 
three hands being held up in its favour. 

Prof. Wattey.—The motion I have to bring be. 
fore you is on the same lines as the one at the last 
Council meeting with reference to tuberculosis. [ 
would have put in another point had I thought of it 
at the time. to this effect. ‘- More particularly in re. 
ference to the means used for the detection of the 
malady in infected areas.” The question arises out 
of a suit that recently occurred in Edinburgh where 
an outbreak of glanders took place. We had no 
power to prevent the man selling his horses out of 
an infected stud, and I was charged in a public print 
as being responsible for this particular regulation in 
reference to glanders. I think every veterinary surgeon 
in the kingdom willagree with me, that toa large extent 
the present regulations about glanders are very loose 
indeed. You get an outbreak of glanders, the local 
authority’s attention is directed to it, and if the man 
does not choose to conform to the regulations he can 
keep his glandered horses for fourteen or twenty- 
one days, or even longer, in spite of any body. I do 
not think that is advisable. But the thing which I 
more particularly have to refer to is the disposal of 
horses from infected premises. A man can dispose 
of his animals and no one can say him “nay,” pro- 
viding that every horse which the Veterinary In- 
spector said had glanders has been destroyed. I de 
think that we. as a body, should take a leading step 
in endeavouring to get such anomalies put right. 
There is practically no supervision exercised over 
infected studs. 1 beg to propose—‘ That in the 
opinion of this Council the law as it relates to 
glanders and farcy requires to be materially amended 
more particularly in reference (1) To the general 
supervision of infected studs, (2) In reference to 
the slaughter of diseased animals ; (3) In reference 
to the disposal of horses from infected premises.” 

Mr. Greaves seconded the motion, which will be 
suspended in the usual way. ; 

Mr. Roaure Cox gave notice of the following 
motion—“ (1) With the view to promote and to 
maintain the dignity of the Veterinary Profession, 
this College take means to regulate the professional 
conduct of its members; (2) For the guidance of 
this College that means be taken forthwith to ascer- 
tain what provisions, with regard to their members 
respectively, had been established by the Royal Col- 
lege of Physicians, the Royal College of Surgeons, 
the Society of Apothecaries, and the Pharmacet- 
tical Society: (3) That means be taken forthwith by 
this College to acquire full power, if it has not now 
full power, to determine questions of proper Pro: 
fessional conduct on the part of its present an 
future members, and power also to create > 
enforce penalities for infringement or breach — 

Mr. Huntine gave notice of a motion a the 
Council should arrange the hours as well as the ae 
of examinations, so that not only should the —_ 
be there at the proper time but the examinels a 
for “what is sauce for the goose is sauce for 

ander.” 
A vote of thanks to the President concluded the 
meeting. 
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THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The Veterinary Mutual Defence Financial Statement, 
From January Ist, 1889, to December 1889. 


Casu 
£s. d. Zs. d. 
Balance in Bank January Ist, 1889 438 2 4 | Paid for use of Room sad me 0 5 9 
Subscriptions in 1889 os 61 12 6 | Treasurer’s account + _ 2 5 8 
Bank Interest, June and December 8 5 4 | Cash in Bank hee an .. 501 2 9 
Cash in hand 46 4 
£508 O 3 £508 0 3 


Audited and found correct, January 13th, 1890, 
B. Wo 


Tuos. Greaves, Hon. ‘Treasurer. 


The National Veterinary Benevolent Financial Statement. 
From January 1st, to December 31st, 1889. 


Caso Casn Par. 

£s. d. £s. d, 

Balance in Bank, January Ist, 1889 395 1 5 | January 24th, Mrs, Rushall 5 0 0 

Cash in Mersey Docks _... 1900 0 O | April 20th, 5 0 0 

Cash from Scottish Metropolitan 447 June 7th, Mrs, Freeman ;, 5 0 0 

Veterinary Medical Society ‘ July 23rd, Miss Orbor for Brown’s children 0 0 

Sir F. Fitazwygram ), 3 0 0 | December 31st, Cash in Bank .. 4638 0 8 

Four Dividends from Mersey Docks 73 7 4 | Cashin Mersey Docks oni .. 1900 0 0 
Bank Interest, June and December 

£2383 0 8 £2383 0 8 


Audited and found correct, January 13th, 1890, 
Jno. B. 


Greaves, Hon. Treasurer. 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, 


£ s. d. £s. d. £ s. d.| June. 
January 1889, January 1889. February. W. Darwell 010 6 
Wm. Carless 010 6  &. Faulkner 010 6 F. Deighton 010 0| J. R.Cox 010 6 
R.G. Trigger 010 6, T. Danby 010 6 T. Pratt 010 0| A. Olver 010 6 
E. Nuttall 010 6| J. Rowe 010 6 E. Beddows 1 1 0O| July. 
H. W. Caton 010 6, T.D.Chesterman0 10 6 W. Cawthorn 010 6| W.A. Field 111 6 
: B. Taylor 1 10° T. Collins 010 6 H. Ferguson 1 1 O| August. 
R. Reynolds 010 6 C. Morgan 010 6 B. Russell 010 6 P. Taylor& Son 1 1 0 
W. Whittle 010 6 W. Roots 010 6 | £4x.<J.W.Anderton 010 6) November. 
Prof. Williams 010 6! T.E. Auger 010 6 | T.D.Lambert 0 10 6| Scottish Metro- 
Hy.Thompson 1 1 0| W. Woods 010 6, Elam&Jackson 2 2 0 politan V.M.A. 4 4 7 
-C. James 010 6, Hy. Olver 010 6 T. Lecker 010 6| T. Greaves 010 6 
John Freman 010 6! J. Storrar @10 6 | March. C. Sheather 010 6 
-o Edwards 010 6| §. Lock 010 6 A. L. Gibson 010 6!| O.J. Hills 010 6 
pcittledge 010 6| J.H. Ferguson 910 6 | Aubrey 010 Moir 
; a Samson 010 6; J. Bale 010 6 E. H. Leach 1 1 O| SirF. Fitzwygram3 0 0 
iD Axe 010 6; G.A.A. Oliver 010 6 C. Moir 010 G.H. Pyatt 110 
Overed 010 6| Wm. Dobie 110 J.& A. Lawson 1 1 December. 
> yartwright 010 6| T. Riddler 010 6 | May. H. R. Perrins 111 6 
GR Stanley 010 6| J. Woodger 010 6 J. E. Scriven 22 0) J.L. Barling 010 6 
H. Le 010 6| T. Hopkins 110 J. S. Carter 010 6| G. Newsom 010 6 
W.H 6| J.B.Wolstenholme 10 0 | Schofield 3 3 0 
9 10:6 TD. Broad 0 £68 17 1 
910 6) G.Ball&éSon 1 1 0 
H. Hogben att & Son 1 1 0O | Audited and found correct, January 13th, 1890, 
Giead THOS. GREAVES, Hon. Treasurer. 
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VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner will be held at 
the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds. on Friday, the 31st inst. 
Meeting will be held at 1.30 p,m., Dinner at 4 p.m. 
The President, Mr. A. W. Briggs, in the Chair. 


MEETING. 


Election of New Members and Nominations. 

The President’s Report in conformity with the 
resolution passed at the Special Meeting held 
on the 8th inst. 

The President’s Inaugural Address. 


As the business of the meeting is pressing and 
may be prolonged, Members are requested to be 
unctual. 
The Diuner Tickets, not including wine, are 6/- 
each (Morning Dress). 
W. T. Greenuaucn, Hon. Sec. 


NORTH OF ENGLAND YV. M. A. 


Mr. J. E. Peele asks us to correct a misprint in 
our report of the discussion last week. Instead of 
“he knew of cases of scrotal hernia being caused by 
hunger,” it should read * cured by hunger.” 


LANCASHIRE V. M. A, 


The Annual Meeting and Dinner will be held on 
Friday, February 28th. 1890, at the Victoria Hotel, 
Manchester, Perer Hon. See. 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 
CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS, 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended January 11th, 1890, 


Pleuro-preumonia.—tIn Great Britain 8 fresh out- 
breaks of this disease were reported, 7 of them in 
England, in the counties of Cumberland, Hants 
Kent, Lancaster, and Norfolk. The outbreak in 
Scotland occurred in the county of Stirling. The 
total number of cattle attacked was 39, of which 25 
were in England and 14 in Scotland. In addition 


to these diseased cattle, 119 healthy ones were | 


slaughtered because they had been ex 0 in- 
fection. In Ireland 1 ak 
pheumonia was reported in the North Dublin Union 
in which 1 animal was attacked; in addition to 
this 1 fresh case of the disease occurred in the Rath- 
down Union on previously infected premises, There 
were 3+ healthy cattle in contact slaughtered, viz 


4 in North Dublin, 16 in South Dubli i 
and 14 in 


Anthrax.—In Great Britain 3 fresh outbreaks of 
this disease were reported and 3 animals attacked, 
2 in England, in the counties of Lancaster and Nor. 
folk, the third occurred in Scotland, in Banffshire, 
No case of anthrax was reported in Ireland during 
the week. 

Swine-Fever.—The weekly returns of this disease 
in Great Britain have for several weeks been con- 
siderably below the average of the past four years, 
only 55 fresh ontbreaks were reported or during 


‘the week, 54 of them in England and 1 in Scotland. 
There were 353 


pigs attacked; 76 diseased pigs 
were killed, 176 died, 52 recovered. and 225 re- 
mained alive at the end of the week. In Ireland 6 
fresh outbreaks of swine-fever were reported, aud 


swine attacked. 


Glanders and Farey.—There were 10 fresh out- 
breaks of glanders reported in the week, 9 in 
Londou and 1 in Middlesex; 18 horses were at- 
tacked, 14 in London, 1 in Middlesex, and 3 in 
Lanarkshire. Of farcy 8 outbreaks were reported, 
7 in London and 1 in Middlesex ; 12 horses were 
attacked, 11 of them in London and 1 in Middle- 
sex. No case of either glanders or farcy occurred 
in Ireland during the week. 

Rabies.—In England 4 cases of rabies were re- 
ported, 1 of them in Leicester—a county in which 
the disease has not existed since 1887, in this case 
the rabid dog bit several people, who have since 
been sent to Paris to ,be treated by Pasteur—the 
other three cases were in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, 2 of them in dogs and 1 in a beast. In 
Ireland there were two cases of rabies, both in dogs, 
in the counties of Cork and Longford. 


GENERAL DESCRIPTION or ACTINOMYCOSIS. 


(Continued from p. 375.) 
Skin anp Suscuraneous TIssvuEs. 


These growths arise apparently from the inter- 
muscular or subcutaneous connective tissue, most 
commoniy in the region of the face; but they also 
occur in other regions of the body. A wen }8 
usually recognised at first as a small tumour, the 
size of a marble or a walnut; it increases in s!Zé, 
sometimes with considerable rapidity and may g° a 
increasing, or break down and suppurate forming an 
abscess which, if not treated, discharges its — 
through the inflamed and ulcerated skin. In other 
cases a large compact growth forms which may at 
volve the skin and ultimately fungate at ae 
points. They are sometimes single, at other ap : 
multiple, and vary in size from a hazel nut to 
orange or child’s head. They very commonly = 
up after their contents are discharged, and /ea 
scar which may attract very little attention. 


(C.) Symproms. 
The symptoms depend upon the seat and exten 


the disease. Ifthe disease occur in the tongue, there 
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is very little to call attention to it at first, except | called bone-cancer, commonly treated by cow-leeches 
perhaps. salivation. Then those in attendance may | with caustic paste, were examples of actinomycosis 
observe that there is actual difficulty in mastication, | of the jaws. But this form of treatment causes in- 
or the only noticeable symptom may be that the | tense suffering, and it is quite possible, as in the 
animal takes a Jonger time over its food than usual, | cases related by the earlier writers on the subject, 
As the disease advances, particularly if it be as- | that a great deal might be done by bold measures in 
sociated with induration, the animal moves the | the field of operative surgery; in chronic cases, 
tongue uneasily ; there is more and more difficulty in where the disease has extended in all directions, 
prehension and deglutition, and the general health | implicating the turbinated, palatine. malar, and 
becomes visibly affected. other bones, it is hardly accessible to the knife. It 
The tip of the tongue may be protruded between | is not so, however, with many forms of actinomyco- 
the lips, or the greater part of the organ may hang | sic epulis, which may readily be removed by excision. 
helplessly from the mouth. The treatment of polypoid growths of the palate and 
The animal gets out of condition, then rapidly | pharynx will depend upon their position, and the 
loses flesh, and finally is put out of its misery by | extent of the pedicle. Many may be removed by 
being slaughtered. simple torsion, while others require the use of the 
If the disease occur in the jaw, the teeth are com- | écraseur. Wens or clyers are. of all manifesta- 
monly found to be loosened and displaced, and ac- tions of actinomycosis, the most amenable to treat- 
cording to the extent of the invasion of the surround-| ment. The method of exciting inflammation by 
ing tissues, there will be pain and difficulty in| rubbing them with a brick, and applying some 
mastication, and frequently a swelling or bulging | caustic solution, is at once barbarous and unscientific. 
on the corresponding side of the face. If the | ‘They should be dissected out, or, if they have un- 
disease invade the nasal cavity there is difficulty in | dergone suppuration, be freely opened, the contents 
respiration, accompanied by snorting, and if a/| evacuated, and a dressing with some antiseptic solu- 
growth occur in the pharynx there is obstruction to | tion applied. The sharp-spoon might be employed 
respiration and deglutition, and not uncommonly | in many cases to supplement the knife, and the 
cough. This growth may increase in size, and from | wound swabbed with a lotion of chloride of zine in 
the clogging of half-digested food around it. cause | the proportion of twenty grains to the ounce of water. 
symptoms of asphyxia, and death. The breath is 
frequently extremely offensive in these cases. When | = 
the lungs are invaded the lesions may not be dis- 
covered until after death, small localised growths THE LAST WORD ON. DISHORNING. 
being present without producing any physical signs; 
but invasion of the lungs may be suspected when 
there is a cough, dyspnea, increased rapidity of To the North British Agriculturist we are indebted 
respiration, dulness, and signs of pulmonary mischief for a positive and final statement on the operation 
on auscultation, particularly if these symptoms be | Of dishorning. Away out in Colorado a stock-owner 
associated with some manifestation of actinomycosis had some cattle to dishorn. The attendance of a 
elsewhere, veterinary expert was secured, the operation was 
In tumours of the stomach and other rare mani- performed, and the report is published. We regret 
festations of the disease, there may only be obscure | °UF space prevents us printing it in full, but we 
signs, and the nature of the disease not suspected, @Mnot resist quoting its choicest passages. _Veterin- 
Wens form at first small hard subcutaneous tumours, | @Ty literature is already deeply indebted to the 
which enlarge, and may then break down and sup- Gresswell family, but the gentleman who is now 


purate, located at Denver City—if he progresses —gives 
promise of far excelling the literary notoriety ob- 
(D.) Trearment. tained by the stay-at-home members. 


ste, s considerable variety in the results which Appended is the report of Mr. Gresswell, the 
the dis € Invasion of the tongue, for in many cases veterinary expert in question :-— ; 
eal : ae 's extremely limited, and may readily | On 22nd December, at the request of Mr. W. 5. 
replay when the disease has been extensive ;| Morse, I visited the Windsor Farm, and there 
stored ik ath improve under treatment, or be re- | witnessed the dehorning of a number of Holstein- 
may uk o th ; or the disease after a passive stage | Friesian cows. 

dg out again, with renewed activity, until | After each animal had been carefully secured, 
destroyed, considered hopeless and the animal is! from ten to fifteen seconds only were occupied in 

Accordin t : é the actual removal of both horns, and this period 
titioners “ed ‘ the experience of veterinary prac- | may be considered to be the only time the animals 
jan . aa cial results may be anticipated from | were subjected to pain. nae 

or chlorid oy sulphate of copper, nitrate of silver, | The increases during the operation in the largest 
iseige jg * Bike, applied locally. Where the | case were only one-tenth of a degree in tempera- 
relief; but Eom superficial these may afford | ture—eight beats of the pulse and eight respiration. 
Huscular fibr ere the growth extends between the!In the shortest cases these variations from the 
bly be the a 2 's out of reach, and it will proba- | normal were orly half the above, and in all cases 
ere ca b plan to advise slaughter at once. full restoration took place in temperature, pulse, 

0 be little doubt that the cases, of so- | and respiration in from five to ten minutes. 
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Immediately after being restored to liberty, at 
the conclusion of the operation, no animal showed 
any of the usual external manifestations of pain, but 
all were in every respect natural in their habits 
and manner. An hour after the herd had been 
operated upon, I witnessed them tied up in their 
stalls, looking contented and eating well. On the 
whole. it may safely be asserted that the pain at- 
tached to the operation is trivial, that it does not 
last more than ten or fifteen seconds, that it quickly 
passes away, that the animal apparently suffers no 
after inconvenience, and that there are no scientific 
evidences to show that these apparent effects are not 
correct. 

I have no hesitation whatever in stating that, 
considering the humanity of the results of de- 
horning, the trivial amount of pain attached to the 
operation is fully justified. It must not be forgotten 
also that in the domestication of animals many phy- 
sical characteristics of the natural animal are elim- 
inated as being no longer necessary for the preserva- 
tion of the species, and when natural evolution gives 
place to artificial selection, it is at times absolutely 
necessary and justifiable to make artificial alterations 
to meet the requirements of the altered environment. 
To apply this to the case in point, when in a state 
of nature horns are necessary for offensive and de- 
fensive purposes, and while at the same time they 
are used to defend the animal against foreign ele- 
ment, they are also used for the purpose of fighting 
among themselves to determine the survival of the 
fittest and the elimination of the weak. By those 
means, Nature herself, ever cruel in her most bene- 
ficent designs, perpetuates a species best adapted to 
combat the rejoices of existence. 

It must be evident after witnessing the operation 
and its after effects upon the animal that none but 
the most short-sighted and prejudiced could be 
anything but in favour of it, and objection can only 
be based upon narrow-minded bigotry or maudlin 
sentimentality. 


; CuaRLES GRESWELL, 

Member of the Royal College of V.S., London ; 
lately examiner for the diploma in London 
and Edinburgh, and consulting veterinary 
surgeon to the Royal Agricultural Society, 
England, 1430 Kighteenth Street, Denver, 
Colorado. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


Not a Veterinary Operation. 


Another example of the extreme care which ought 
to be exercised with regard to the instruments used 
in abdominal section is afforded by a report which 
comes from Pittsburgh, U.S.A. A pair of forceps 
were left in the abdominal cavity by the surgeons 
who operated. | Another surgeon was subsequently 
called in, who detected the presence of a foreign 
body, reopened the wound, and extracted the forceps. 
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